
Rowing across the Tasman 
How did he minimize the risk before he 

started? 

Machine for changing the water from salt 

to fresh 

Took a long time building his boat so that 

everything was right 

Having a rescue plan 

Made sure he had enough food- How did 

he know how much to take. 

 By knowing the distance 

 How long it was likely to take 

 How far he could travel each day 

Choosing the time when the weather is the 

best 

Asking his dad  
 

Early Maori coming to NZ 
How did they minimize the risk? 
They might ask someone how long it might take 
them. Might have sent someone over to discover 
things first 
Practice rowing to be better. 
Strong wood to build the canoes. Shape the 
waka to move faster Make the canoe stable. 
They thought for a long time. 
Plan how much water they would need. 
Take fishing equipment. 
More people to get to NZ faster. 
Problems 
Heavier, more waka, arguments, food, run out of 
water, accidents,  
Helpful 
Move faster, when in danger more to help, back 
up people to row, wouldn’t have to stop to 
sleep. 
Take weapons 
Take medicines to help with illnesses. 
Take lots of food. 
Plan how much food they would need to get to 
NZ.  

Why did he take the risk? 
 Wanted to be the 2nd person to row 

across the Tasman 

 Wanted to be like his dad 

 To set a goal for himself and 

achieve it – challenge 

 Loved rowing so an extension of 

something he loved doing. 

 
 

Why did they take the risk? 
Wanted a better place to live for their families. 
Wanted to explore. 
Start a new life 
Liked the land 
First people to see the country 

 

What were the possible risks? 
Boat could have broken up-sunk 

Washed off the boat 

Eaten by a shark 

Might have missed NZ and kept on going 

Lost  

Run out of food 

Died 
 

What were the possible risks? 
Boat could have broken up-sunk 

Washed off the boat 

Eaten by a shark 

Might have missed NZ and kept on going 

Lost  

Run out of food 

Died 
What might the possible risks be once they 
arrived in NZ? 
Life or death 
Lack of food 
To exhausted to help themselves get what they 



needed. 
Could have got lost in the NZ bush. 
May have been near a volcanic eruption. 
Too tired to pull waka up onto land. 
Injuries 
Living (where to live and what to make shelter 
from) 
Make a civilised home in order to last long term 
in the NZ environment. 
Run out of supplies. 
Lots of water needed to survive. 

Two types of Risk 
Planned, spontaneous  
 

What type of risk was it? 
Planned 

 What was the consequences for families? 

 Worried 
Left beyond favourite belongings. 
Will be some family they will never see again. 
Making the decision if to move or not. 
Missed their homeland 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 


